
IN RE: 
COURT OPERA TIO 
CIRC M TAN -

UNITED TA TE DI TRlCT OUR 
DISTRICT OF CO NECTICUT 

UNDER THE EXIGE T 
AT -D BY COVID-19 

R 

WHE A . th Pre id nl of the nited tates has declared a national ernergenc . and 

th Governor of the tate of Connecticut ha declared a public health mergency throughout the 

tate; 

WHEREA the U .. C nter for Di a e ontrol and Pre ention ha advi ed peopl to 

take pr caution in light of tlhe OVID- I 9 virus coronaviru ) outbreak. and has noted that the 

best way to pr vent illn s i to avoid being expos d to the irus. through. among other means. 

ocial di tancing; 

D 

WHEREA . the Di trict ourt continues to review its operation to identify measures 

that will h Ip lo th pread of the virus by minimizing contact b tw en p rsons, while at th 

same time pre erving it cor mis ion of serving th public through the fair and impartial 

administration of justic · 

TT 1 HE BY ORDERED, effective immediately and through June 15, 2020, that: 

1) All in-court (in-p r on) civil and crimjnal pro eeding scheduled to commenc on 
or before June 15 2020. before any district or magi 11.rate j udg in any cowthou e in the 
District of onnecticut shalJ be CONTIN D p ndi.ng forth r Ord r of the Court, with 
the exception and und r th procedure noted in paragraph 2 and below; 

2) During thi p ri d the i trict Court will handle. in court or by video confi r nc , 
presentment of new arre t. detention hearings. grand jury return. and civil matter 
requiring a prompt h aring under Fed. R. Ci . P. 65; in addition ea h di trict or 
magi trate judge may, in his or h r dj cretion, choo e to handle other matters in court (as 
opposed to continuing the matter or handling it via ideo rt I conferenc ) whenever the 
judge consider it to be in the interests ofju tice to do so after gi ing due consideration 
to th public health risk pr nted b in-cowi appearances: each judg will notif the 
parti through th CM/ECF t m wheth r a parri ular proceeding as igned to that 



judge and cheduled Lo occur on or b for June 15, 2020, will take place a chedu!ed 
and if so. whether th proc edi.ng will occur in court or through remote communication 
(i.e .. video or telephone conference) · 

3) Becau e the grand jw-y perform an essential ervice that can safely be perfom1ed 
in a courtroom without anyon breaching ocial di tan ing the U .. Attorn y's Office 
may conduct grand jury proceedings in p rson beginning May 18, 2020. Until further 
order of the Court grand jury proceedings will take place only in the ew Haven 
courthou . All grand jurors shall observe appropriate social distancing and shall wear 
masks while pre en in the courthou e. dd itional precautions shall be undertaken as 
neces ary to promote afety and encourage grand juror parti ipation. 

4) During thi period. taff in the !erk' Offic wi ll continue Lo telework to the 
maximum extent po ible con i tent with erving the need of th public, xc pt that 
I imited taff wilJ be present at the Clerk s office at each seat of court to proce filing 
and an wer telephonic que tion from the public during normal bu iness how· . Telework 
policie appli abl to judge 'chamber will be decided by ach judge; 

5) With regard to riminal trial , due to: the public h alth ri k a ociated with 
summoning groups of jurors who ould b r quir d to sit in clo proximity to each 
other during j ury selection, trial and deliberations; the Court's reduced ability to obtain 
an adequate pectrum of jurors due to the public's perception o the risk a ociated with 
jury service· and the effect of the above public health recommendations on the 
avai !ability of counsel and Court staff to be present in the courtroom; the time period of 
he continuanc s implemented by paragraph I of thi up r eding General Order will b 

excluded under the p ed TriaJ Act. The Cowi sp citically finds tha the end of 
justices rved by ord ring th continuance outweigh the be tinter sts of the public and 
each defendant in asp edy trial. pursuant to 18 U.S .C. § 3161(h)(7)(A)· and 

6) The Bankruptcy Court will issue addi tional ord rs that relate specifical ly to the 
Bankruptcy Court. 

The District of onnecticut courthouses (including the faciliti sat 157 Church tr et 

ew Haven) remajn open for bu iness. Cowt staff not physicall pr sent at the courthou ear 

quipped to work remot ly and iJl work normal hours during each bu ine day. raff in the 

Ierk' Office are availabl b t lephone. mail will be received and pap r fil ing can be made at 

th ntrance to each courthouse. Electronic fi ling may still b mad through the CM/ECF 

y tern. The public is encouraged to continue util izing Court er ices while following all 

applicable public health guid line . 



s/Stefan R. Underhill

The following G n ral Ord r are uper eded by this Order: 

3/11 /20 In re: Court Operations Under the Exigent ircum tance r ated by COVID-19; 

3/11 /20 In re: R triction on Yi itor to Courthou e , to th xtent that order restricts 

acces to courthouses by persons who have i ited variou lo ation ithin th past 14 days: 

3/16/20 COYID-19 Order Re: Court Matter ; 

3/16/20 COYID-19 General Order Re: Probation omplianc Hearings. & Attorne 

dmissions, to the xt nt that order usp nd Complianc Re i w Hearings; 

3/24/20 COVID-19 Jury uspension Order· 

3/24/20 COVID-19 Hearing Continuation Order· and 

4/2/20 uperseding Gen ral Order Re: March 24, 2020 Jury 

Dated: April 27. 2020 
Bridgeport CT 

0 ORD RED: 




